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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 


Twice a year, the Pennsylvania Association of Numismatists 
holds a coin show in the Pittsburgh suburb of Monroeville. 
They often manage to get a fair number of exhibitors, and 
this past October, they got around two dozen exhibits in 
four classes. My exhibit on Israel’s gold coinage did not 
place, but I was pleasantly surprised when my exhibit on 
engraved coins (sometimes referred to as love tokens) of the 
Ba’al Shem Tov amulet won first place in exonumia. It 
shows that a Judaica exhibit, even one where Hebrew 
inscriptions play a major role, can be appreciated by the 
general numismatic public. I happen to know the judges and 
neither of them are Hebrew literate. Back in the heyday of 
Israel collecting in the 1970s, there were coin shows 
specializing in Judaica, and many included competitive 
exhibits. We shouldn’t let the lack of specialty Judaica shows 
discourage us, the Judaica collecting and studying 
community, from putting up exhibits or giving talks at coin 
conventions, or publishing articles in the general 
numismatic press. 


I am now officially semi-retired (working half time), and am 
preparing to start a number of ambitious, long-term 
projects. One of those projects is to revise and reissue the 
AINA catalog on Israel’s money by Haffner. However, I am 
planning to include an extensive introduction that will 
provide context for all the issues and even allow the novice 
collector to learn the fundamentals of Hebrew and Arabic 
to read the basic inscriptions. The catalog section itself will 
S) Continued 
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be divided into three parts: circulating coins and banknotes, 
commemorative coins and banknotes, and fantasies. From 
what I have seen, only the Krause catalogs include fantasies 
(Colin Bruce’s Unusual World Coins). My catalog would 
include the Dutch and Mexican King David shekel- 
denominated fantasies, as well as the enigmatic 1 shalom 
pseudo-coin, the Rabbi Solomon Kluger School 100 prutah 
Hanukah gelt, Richard Lobel’s Edward VIII fantasies, and 
Joseph Lang’s proposed State of Palestine issues. But in 
addition to listing the fantasies after the official coin issues, 
I would also cross-reference them into the regular coins. A 
new collector won’t know a gold piece which says Israel 50 
shekels and shows King David on one side and a menorah on 
the other is a fantasy and not an official Israel coin or 
commemorative. So I will include a notice under circulating 
issues at the beginning of the 50 sheqalim section as well as 
under the Distinguished Persons commemorative series 
saying to look for these pieces in the fantasies section. 


I think that a catalog that provides all the basic information 
can break down some of the barriers that are preventing 
collectors from a serious interest in Israel money, and I 
intend to sell a digital version cheaply, possibly along with a 
sample issue of The Sheke/, Once I have a digital draft 
available, I will make it available to all our members so you 
can make suggestions, corrections, or just see what the 
future of Israel numismatics might look like. mw 


Simcha Kuritzky 


A RING FROM EN GEDI AND THE COINS OF 
MATTATHIAS ANTIGONUS (40-37 BCE) 


By Dr. Yoav Farhi 


This paper presents a bronze finger ring, found more than 
half a century ago by a teenager in one of the burial caves 
cut into the cliff in Nahal David ravine at En Gedi. This 
rare Jewish ring bears a symbol which is known mainly from 
the coins of Mattathias Antigonus. This specific cave was 
later excavated by Nahman Avigad who found burials in it, 
but the ring was forgotten and was not incorporated in the 
excavation report. The ring, the meaning of the symbol, its 
relation to the coins of Antigonus and a suggested date and 
identification for the burials in the cave, as related to the 
struggle between Herod and Antigonus, will be discussed. 
My Ring / Yitzhak Meyuchas 


7? 12 Mpipn vows 714" 

STR ND AMD 2 AT 

oy 015? 72 -nDwid 

OPA NAY TA POR nw} 

DP IND NO APM 

T2981 TON 19 ANW? NID] MInIIy2 2? 
J1D)D TWOSW? WARY OX NIA .PpwNa cnpwin 
Spun) MPVIN MD WP 72 TN? Pyn 

" PONT? NID NTI 

(Meyuchas 2014:18) 


5 Continued 


Continued 


Yitzhak and Eliyahu Meyuchas, 11" grade twin brothers 
from Kibbutz Givat Hashlosha, climbed into one of the 
caves hewn in the hawar cliff while on a school trip in Nahal 
David at En Gedi during the winter of 1959-60: “...we had 
to crawl; the dust made us cough...I was digging with a 
small wooden stick...all of a sudden, a small bone was 
revealed, wearing a green metal ring on it. I took off the 
dust from it...” (Meyuchas 2014:15).' A few months later, 
Yitzhak sent a letter to the Department of Antiquities 
informing them about the discovery (Fig. 1),” adding the 
ring and a tooth which he found next to it. 


' The story of finding the ring was incorporated into a private and 
personal book published by Yitzhak Meyuchas (2014). He reports 
that the story of the discovery in the book is accurate and correct, 
“T did not find any finds other than the ring that was worn on the 
girl’s finger joint. I sent the finger bone to the Antiquities 
Department along with the spherical bone from a pelvis. They did 
not return the bones, only the ring. My twin brother Eliyahu and I 
climbed into the cave in 1959 during a school trip. There were 
worn and crushed bones on the ground. I dug with a twig and 
found some bones; on one of the fingers was a ring with a double 
cornucopia and an ear of corn from the days of Mattathias 
Antigonus” (Y. Meyuchas, personal communication). I would like 
to thank Yitzhak Meyuchas for sharing his fascinating story with 
me and allowing me to study the ring. The ring was recently 
donated to the Israel Museum and its number in the collection is 
2015.28.39. 
* The letters that appear in the illustrations ate courtesy of the 
Israel Antiquities Authority and originate from the Israel 
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Fig. 1a: Meyuchas’s original letter 


Antiquities Authority's Archive: Israel Science Supervision Folder: 
P/Ein Gedi and P/Nahal David. I would like to thank the staff of 
the archive headed by Arie Rochman-Halperin for their assistance 
in locating the letters. 
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Fig. 1b: Transliteration of the letter 
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The late Ram Gophna, who at that time was the inspector 
of the southern district at the Department of Antiquities, 
sent a “thank you” letter to Meyuchas and on April 28", 
1960 sent the ring for inspection to Prof. Nahman Avigad, 
who surveyed the area of Nahal David. 


On February 12" 1961, Avigad sent the ring back to 
Gophna, adding “...I cannot say anything certain about the 
date of the ring. It could be very late. Anyway, its 
importance should be discussed in relation to where it was 
found. Mr. Meyuchas’s letter does not imply the exact 
location of the cave”. A day later, Gophna sent the ring 
back to Meyuchas adding Avigad’s letter, saying briefly 
“...from this letter you will understand that it was not 
possible to fully understand the meaning of the ring...” 
Gophna also suggested that Meyuchas ask the Israel 
Exploration Society about the next season of excavations at 
En Gedi, and to join it. 


A month later, on March 14" 1961, the second phase of the 
survey in the Judean desert caves started and continued until 
March 27" 1961. During that time the caves at Nahal David 
were excavated as was the cave where Meyuchas found the 
ring. Meyuchas, a high school pupil back then, knew about 
the excavation but did not succeed in joining it. On March 
20° 1961 Meyuchas sent another letter to Gophna, 
informing him that he had not succeeded in joining the 
team, but he mentioned the exact location of the cave, 
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adding “...I hope you will not get this letter too late and 
you will let the excavation team know. I mention this 
because I believe the cave was not studied thoroughly, as I 
found the ring only about 15 cm deep...”. Meyuchas ends 
his letter congratulating the excavation team for its 
discoveries, wishing its participants success during the 
second week and thanking Gophna for returning the ring to 


him (Fig. 2). 
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Fig. 2: The letter from Meyuchas to Gophna with the details of the 


Cave 
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The cave in which the ring was found (Fig. 3) was excavated 
by Nahman Avigad’s expedition to Nahal David on the 
exact same day the second letter of Meyuchas arrived at the 
Department of Antiquities. A preliminary report about 
Avigad’s excavation in the cave was published a year later 
(Avigad 1962: 181-183, cave No. 1). The discovery of the 
ring was not mentioned in Avigad’s records at all. It is 
possible that Meyuchas’s second letter containing the cave’s 
location, never reached Avigad, for there is no further 
record of this matter in the Israel Antiquities Authorities 
archive. 


Fig. 3: The cave in Nahal David where the ring was found (photo: 
Yoav Farhi) 


The ring Meyuchas found is a small bronze ring with an 
oval bezel (Fig. 4 a-c). In the center of the bezel there is an 
engraved pattern of a double cornucopia combined at its 
base and between them a tall ear of corn. A dotted oval 
frame surrounds the central design. The ring’s diameter is 
16 mm; the bezel is 8 mm. long and 6 mm wide. 
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Fig. 4a-c: The ring from the cave in Nahal David 


A very similar ring to the one found by Meyuchas is 
displayed in the Kadman Numismatic Pavilion in the Land 
of Israel Museum in Tel Aviv (Fig. 5a-b). This ring’s 
diameter is 16.5 mm; the bezel’s length is 9 mm and its 
width is 6 mm. The similarity between the two rings allows 
the assumption that both might have been made in the 
same workshop, but since the ring from the Kadman 
collection is carved more finely and the design is better 
eneraved, they were probably not made by the same artist. 
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Fig. 5a-b: The ring from the Kadman Numismatic Pavilion 


The pattern engraved on the rings—a double cornucopia 
with a high ear of corn between them—is known from 
small bronze coins bearing the name of Mattathias 
Antigonus (Fig. 6),° the last Hasmonean King, who ruled 
over Jerusalem with the support of the Parthians during the 
years 40-37 BCE. 


Fig. 6: Small bronze coins of Mattathias Antigonus decorated with 
a double cornucopia and an ear of corn. Courtesy of David 
Hendin. 


The double cornucopia appears often on Hasmonean coins, 
from the first coins struck under John Hyrcanus to the last 
ones under Mattathias Antigonus. However, all the 


3 For these coins see Meshorer 2001: 220, Nos. 39-40; Goldstein 
and Fontanille 2013, Types [V—V. 
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Hasmonean coins prior to Mattathias Antigonus had a 
pomeeranate/poppy between the double cornucopia, while 
under Antigonus it was replaced by an ear of corn. It should 
be noted that under Antigonus a coin with a 
pomeeranate/poppy between double cornucopia was struck 
as well; however, it is quite rare and seems to have been 
replaced after a short period by the ear of corn pattern. 


The ear of corn pattern is unique to the coins of Mattathias 
Antigonus and is not known elsewhere in Jewish 
numismatics, not before or after this ruler. As far as I know, 
it was not known in other media of the Jewish art at the 
time.* By choosing this specific symbol, Mattathias 
Antigonus probably wanted to keep the standard pattern of 
double cornucopia, familiar from all Hasmonean coins, but 
also to make his own stand on his own coins, replacing the 
pomeeranate/poppy with the ear of corn. The reason for 
choosing the ear of corn is unknown, and so is the decision 
to show it taller than the double cornucopia. It is possible 
that he probably wanted another symbol of plenty, like a 
pomeeranate/poppy. It is also possible to carefully suggest 
that the ear of corn implies the Show-bread and its 
importance to the Temple, just as he used the Menorah, and 
probably the Show-bread table as well on another series of 


* For a discussion of the cornucopia as a Jewish symbol, see Hendin 
2010: 176-178 with additional references. For rings with double 
cornucopia and between them another plant motif, probably a lily, 
see Hendin 2010: 181, Fig. 6.5. 
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his coins.’ Another suggestion for the use of the ear of corn 
is that it could imply the importance of the grain fields for 
Antigonus’s economy. This might be understood from what 
Josephus tells us about Yosef, Herod’s brother, who, during 
the struggle between Herod and Antigonus, tried to take 
over the fields of grain in the area of Jericho (Jos., B./. I, 
323-324). 


The pattern which appears on these two rings is engraved, 
which might imply theoretically that the rings were made for 
imprinting, creating bullae, and signing documents. But 
since the patterns are quite small and very schematic it 
seems that these rings were not used as seal rings. The 
resemblance between the rings and their rareness may 
suggest that they were made in the same workshop. The 
pattern’s rarity, unknown in Jewish art other than on 
Antigonus’s coins, suggests the option that the rings, like 
the coins, were made during Antigonus’s short reign (40-37 
BCE). It is not impossible that the rings were made, 
perhaps for Antigonus’s supporters, in the same workshop, 
which also made the dies for his coins. 


The struggle between Herod the Great and Mattathias 
Antigonus lasted during 40-37 BCE and ended with the 
conquest of Jerusalem by Herod and the execution of 


° For this type see, Meshorer 2001: 220, No. 41; Goldstein and 
Fontanille 2013, Type I. 
15 Continued 


Continued 


Antigonus by Marcus Antonius.° Historical and numismatic 
evidence suggests that in the areas of Jericho, the Judean 
Desert, and even Masada, battles took place between 
Herod’s forces and Antigonus’s supporters, and it seems 
that these areas were populated by many of Antigonus’s 
supporters.’ In these battles, as well as in other places over 
the province, many of Antigonus’s supporters were killed.® 


In one of the caves excavated by Avigad, near the cave 
where the ring was found, around 100 skulls were 
discovered along with a large number of bones. In Avigad’s 
opinion, this cave as well as others near it, were used for 
burying the dead, some for first burials, and others for 
reinternments (Avigad 1962: 182). He dated these burials in 
the first century BCE, before Herod’s reign (Avigad 1962: 
183). 


In my opinion, based on the suggested date of the burials 
and the discovery of the ring, it is possible to suggest that 
some of Nahal David’s caves excavated by Avigad were 
used as mass graves for local people who were possibly 
killed during the struggle between Herod and Antigonus. 


° For the death of Antigonus and the possibility that he was buried 
in Jerusalem, see Elitzur 2013. 
’ For the struggle between Herod and Antigonus, see Stern 1995: 
256-274. For numismatic evidence from the Judean Desert and 
the Jericho Valley, see Ariel 1998; Sion and Ariel 2001; Bijovsky 
2004. 
* For evidence regarding the many casualties in the battles, see, for 
example, Jos., B.J. I, 331-339. 
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The unique pattern on the ring and its resemblance to the 
coins of Mattathias Antigonus as well as the evidence from 
the burial caves, which is earlier than the first century CE, 
strengthens the dating suggested by Avigad for the burials 
he excavated, and also suggests that the ring’s owner was 
possibly buried during Antigonus’s days, or soon after. 


The excavations conducted by Benjamin Mazar at Tel 
Goren, En Gedi, and in the citadel on top of it confirm that 
the settlement was prosperous during the Hasmonean 
period, especially at the time of Alexander Yannai and his 
successors. It was suggested that it was re-settled after the 
days of Herod (Mazar 1993:403—404; Stern 2007:363—364). 
The discoveries in the caves, including the ring which is 
presented here in its correct context, strengthen Mazar’s 
suggestion, following his excavations at Tel Goren, that the 
citadel was destroyed during the invasion of the Parthians 
and Herod’s war with the last Hasmoneans (Mazar 
1993:404; Stern and Matskevich 2007:274). m 


Dr. Yoav Farhi is the curator of the Kadman Numismatic 
Pavilion in the Eretz Israel Museum, Tel-Aviv. The original article 
can be found in the Jersualem Journal of Archeology using this link: 

https: //www.academia.edu/88424071/A_ Ring from _a Cave in 
En Gedi and the Conflict Between Herod the Great and Ma 
ttathias_Antigonus_40_ 37 BCE 
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RUTH GRUBER: 
JEWISH AMERICAN HALL OF FAME MEDAL 


By Mel Wacks 


Mel Wacks, Director of the Jewish-American Hall of Fame, 
has announced that its 53 annual inductee — 
photojournalist, author, and public servant Ruth Gruber — 
who will be immortalized by high relief medals designed by 
sculptor Eugene Daub. The medal’s reverse, designed by 
Mel Wacks, features the issuer’s name. 


Photographs courtesy of Eugene Daub 


Ruth Gruber graduated from New York University at 
eighteen and two years later, she became the youngest Ph.D. 
in the world. Gruber was appointed by U.S. Secretary of the 
Interior Harold L. Ickes in 1941 to report on conditions in 
the Alaska Territory. She captured pictures of the lives and 
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customs of the native population. An iconic photo taken of 


Gruber in Alaska inspired the medal design by Eugene Daub. 


Gruber continued her career as a journalist following the 
war, working for various U.S. publications as a 
correspondent in the Middle East and Europe. She 
authored 18 books, including Destination Palestine: The Story of 
the Haganah Ship Exodus 1947; Haven: The Dramatic Story of 
1000 World War II Refugees and How They Came to America; 

and Raguela: A Woman of Israel. 


When President Roosevelt decided to accept approximately 
one thousand European immigrants in the midst of World 
War II, Secretary of the Interior Harold Ickes chose Ruth 
Gruber to go on a secret mission to escort the refugees to 
the United States. Ickes made her “‘a simulated general” so 
in case the military aircraft she flew in was shot down and 
she was caught by the Nazis, she would be kept alive 
according to the Geneva Convention. 


The journey culminated in the arrival of 984 refugees in the 
New York harbor on August 3, 1944 and their being given 
sanctuary on an old army base in Oswego, New York. Ina 
touching moment in Haven, Gruber recalls a rabbi 
conducting a service as the boat passed the Statue of 
Liberty, and her pride in telling the Jewish refugees of the 
Holocaust that the poem within the pedestal was written by 
Emma Lazarus, an American Jew. 
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While Roosevelt planned to allow the refugees to reside in 
the United States only until the end of hostilities, when 
peace came, Gruber lobbied the President and Congress— 
with the help of Catholic, Jewish and Protestant clergy — 
and convinced the officials to let the refugees stay. 


Ruth Gruber died in 2016, at the age of 105 — enough time 


to allow her all of her adventures and accomplishments. 


The Jewish-American Hall of Fame was founded in 1969 to 
fight antisemitism, and has raised over $300,000 for non- 
profit educational organizations through the sale of limited- 
edition commemorative medals. All of the medals can be 
seen at www.amuseum.org, and the Jewish-American Hall 
of Fame plaques are on permanent display at the Virginia 
Holocaust Museum in Richmond. 


The Ruth Gruber 2-inch, 3 oz. medals in this popular series 
were offered for contributions of $50 for the bronze 
edition, $200 for the pure silver version and $250 for the 
gold-plated pure silver pieces. They were produced by The 
Highland Mint in quantities of 90 bronze, 57 pure silver, 
and 32 gold-plated silver — which are now all sold out. mw 
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CRYPTO-GELT INTRODUCED BY MANISCHEWITZ 
AHEAD OF HANNUKAH 


This Hannukah, the kosher food producer Manischewitz 
sold “crypto-gelt” inspired by the recent cryptocurrency 
global phenomenon. 


The classic chocolate candy, which was first mass-produced 
overt a century ago, has become a staple on the holiday of 
the Festival of Lights. Often used in games of dreidel, these 
sweet treats were made available this year in a more modern 
version. 


“Chanukah coins for the new age(s),” the gelt label read, 
which was posted on Manischewitz’s official Twitter 
account. The label also features hi-tech branding that is 
associated with cryptocurrency’s modern look. 
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Cryptocurrency is a digital currency in which a decentralized 
system using cryptography verifies and maintains records. 
This decentralization purportedly allows users to hold 
wealth without interference from governments or financial 
institutions. 


Bitcoin, the most famous cryptocurrency on the market, 
became a household name in 2017 and again, in 2021, when 
prices spiked multiple times. Per CoinMarketCap, there are 
currently over 20,000 cryptocurrencies in existence. In 
November 2021, Bitcoin reached its highest value at 
$68,000 after starting off the year at slightly under $30,000, 
and the entire crypto industry grew to a total market cap of 
mote than $2 trillion at the end of 2021. 


However, 2022 saw extreme losses in the cryptosphere. 
After reaching nearly $70,000 per Bitcoin, a Bitcoin is now 
worth under $17,000. Ever since the cryptocurrency 
exchange FTX collapsed in November, other 
cryptocurrencies have suffered similar losses in value—with 
up to $51 billion in collateral losses. mw 
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THE RENEWAL OF ISRAEL’S MINT PATTERNS 


By Ran Shale 


Proposed pattern for Israeli coinage 


The Renewal of Israel’s Mint is one of the most obscure 
and little-known set of patterns in modern Israel’s 
numismatics. Until recently, the only source of information 
about this set was an article in the 1968 edition of The Shekel 
written by Arie Kindler, at the time the curator of the 
Kadman Numismatic Pavilion in the Eretz Israel Museum 
in Tel Aviv. The article, later quoted by Sylvia Haffner in 
pages 284-285 of her book The History of Modern Israel’s 
Money 1917-1970, refers to them as “coin-medals” (a vague 
term), and speculates they were produced for presentation 
ot propaganda purposes. Recently, with the digitization of 
the Israel State Archives, contemporary documents have 
sutfaced which show that these were not presentation 
medals at all, but patterns for Israel’s first commemorative 
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coin program — a program which was conceived, designed, 
and approved, only later to be cancelled before reaching 
mass production stages. 


The story begins when Israel’s first mint, the Tel Aviv Mint, 
began operations in March of 1954. The Bank of Israel had 
not yet been founded, although plans for it were already in 
place, so the Mint was placed under the control of the 
Commissioner of State Revenue. Just one month after the 
Mint’s opening, the Commissioner Dr. Kurt Mendelson 
sent the following letter to Dr. Jacob Picker, vice 
government secretary in the office of the Prime Minister: 


“To: Dr. Picker, Office of the Prime Minister April 6”, 1954 
From: Dr. K. Mendelson, Commissioner of State Revenue 

The Minister of Finance requests that you put on the agenda of the 
next meeting of the Committee of Economic Ministers the issue of 
producing commemorative coins for coin collectors by the government 
mint. Enclosed please find a brief of our proposal and a production 
sample. 

The government mint operated by the Government Printer has been in 
operation for a month now and will soon start introducing the metal 
coins into circulation, gradually replacing the fractional notes. 

Coin collectors worldwide have expressed interest in Israeh coinage. The 
mint will fulfill these orders coming in from all over the world and 
especially the U.S. Our Stamp Service agent, Mr. Minkus with the 
Gimble Brothers will distribute the coins. 

Based on the proposal of the Numismatic Association and on advice 
from Mr. Minkus, as is customary with coins, the Printer wishes to 
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issue special or commemorative coins, intended not for circulation but 
for collection purposes. 

The Printer hereby requests authorization to strike up to 200,000 sets 
of coins based on the enclosed sample. The metal has already been 
procured by the Printer. The retail price would be $1 per set for 
distribution in the U.S. or 2 Israel Lirot domestically. Material and 
labor costs are a small fraction of the revenue. 

Kindly return the enclosed sample. The Government Printer can supply 
additional copies of the sample on demand. 


K. Mendelson” 


Photograph of the letter 
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The letter was apparently received with some suspicion in 
the office of the Prime Minister. Several questions and 
answers were scribbled in handwriting over the document 
by the recipient. Such as: 


- Metal composition? (an answer was scribbled: 75% 
copper, 25% nickel) 

- Metal cost? 

- Labor cost? 

- Packaging 

- What does the ancient writing mean? 
Of these, one question baffled the recipient of the letter: 
what did the legends of the coins read? They were written in 
ancient Hebrew script. The Government Printer answered 
this question in a separate letter dated May 4", 1954: 


“To: Dr. Picker, Vice Government Secretary, Office of the Prime 
Minister, Jerusalem. May 4”, 1954 


From: The Government Printer, in the Kirya 


I hereby enclose the translations of ancient Hebrew legends 
stamped on Bar Kochva coins which we proposed for the 
commemorative coins for the establishment of the Israel Mint. 
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1. On the coin corresponding to 
the current 100 Pruta coin: the 
legend “D'7W11'” (Jerusalem) 
split as follows: first row Yod, 
second row Shin, Lamed, left 
of the palm, first row Resh, 
Vav; second row Mem. 
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2. On the coin corresponding to 
the current 25 Pruta coin: the 
legend “TN7RA7 DNK Naw 
(7X) 1w"'” (Year one for 
the redemption of 
Isr(ael)), split as follows: left 
of the bunch of grapes from top 
to bottom: “year one”, on the 
right side from bottom to top: 
“to the redemption of Israel”. 


3. On the coin corresponding to 
the current 50 Pruta coin: the 
legend "DIWIN' NIN?" (to 
the freedom of Jerusalem), 
split as follows: on the left side 
of the fig leaf, top to bottom: 
“to the freedom’; right side 
bottom to top: “of Jerusalem”. 
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The reverse of the commemorative coins shall feature the current design 
of the palm, bunch of grapes and fig leaf, and the legend around it in 
modern Hebrew script: “The Renewal of Israel’s Mint”. Below that on 
the first row AXNN'A, second row 131) .T"'wN AD and 1954 AD, 
respectively). 

Sincerely, 

The Government Printer” 


The palm The bunch of grapes The fig leaf 
The letters establish the definition of the items as 
commemorative coins, not medals or tokens. They prove 
that the design was proposed by an official government 
agency and was not the whim of a dealer or some other 
private individual, and confirm the link to the Numismatic 
Association, of which Leo Kadman was the founder. Finally, 
they clearly state that physical samples were struck, although 
the quantity is not given. The signature on the second letter 
is Mr. Abraham Edelson (later Eilon), the Government 
Printer at the time. It is worth noting that Kindler and 
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Haffner in 1968 consulted his successor, Mr. Shaul Golan, 
who might not have been familiar with all the details of the 
1954 operation. 


Arie Kindler’s article mentions that the dies were produced 
by the Royal Mint in Utrecht in the Netherlands. Sylvia 
Haffner later confirmed that the Utrecht Mint produced 12 
sets of the coins and shipped them, along with the dies, to 
Tel Aviv. It is possible that the Tel Aviv Mint may have 
struck additional coins using the dies, although the numbers 
are uncertain. 


Leo Kadman had been given a set of coins as well as a set 
of enlarged 150-mm design models. Today, the 50 Pruta 
coin of the series and its matching enlarged model are on 
public display at the Kadman museum, and the others are 
locked in the vault. Additionally, a 4 type, undocumented 
in the letters, also exists. It is a “mule” type of the 25 Pruta 
variant, featuring the reverse of the 25 Pruta “Renewal of 
Israel’s Mint” commemorative pattern, paired with the 
obverse of a circulation strike 25 Pruta coin. 


The last of the documents from the archive is dated May 
23%, 1954: 
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“The Ministerial Committee on Economic Affairs — May 23", 1954 
Striking of commemorative coins 

Maunister of Finance opens 

Dectston to approve in principle the issue of commemorative coins by 
the government mint for distribution in Israel and abroad. 

A\ committee composed of the Minister of Finance, Minister of 
Commerce and Industry and Minister of Development shall finalize 
the details of the operation. 


The meeting is adjourned” 


Again, the committee’s decision refers to the items as 
commemorative coins, and not medals, and gives the go- 
ahead to continue with the proposed plan. So, what 
happened? There is no clear information in the State 
Archive. What little is known is that Bank of Israel started 
operations in December of 1954 and took over the 
responsibility for minting business strikes as well as 
commemorative coins. The first actual commemorative 
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coin issued was the 1958 Israel’s 10" anniversary coin, 
which was very well received. 


Speculations can be made as to why the plan was cancelled. 
As far as commercial appeal goes, it has several glaring 
shortcomings. First, the subject matter — the opening of the 
Mint - might not be important enough to the general public 
to serve as the fledgling State of Israel’s very first 
commemorative coin series. Second, the metal composition 
of copper-nickel is less appealing to collectors than precious 
metals such as silver or gold. And finally, although the 
coins were meant for the export market, they featured only 
Hebrew (and ancient Hebrew) scripts, no English letters, 
and no Gregorian dates. It is reasonable to assume that a 
more professional approach to commemorative coins was 
taken by the Bank of Israel once it has assumed that 
responsibility. 


This brings another interesting question. In the first letter, 
the Commissioner has said that the Printer already acquired 
a stock of blanks for the abovementioned coins. So what 
became of it, once the plan was cancelled? For 50 Pruta 
coins, there is an easy solution — the blanks were probably 
used to strike circulation coins. But the regular 100 Pruta 
coins and 25 Pruta coins were struck in nickel-clad steel, 
which is a lighter and more magnetic composition, different 
from the heavier non-magnetic copper-nickel coins of the 
“Renewal of Israel’s Mint” series. The surplus stock of 
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blanks from the abandoned commemorative plan does not 
meet the specification of the circulation coins. 


However, in 2009, Amit Kamrat and Alex Kozlov, a pair of 
collectors and numismatic researchers from Israel, searched 
through large quantities of Tel Aviv Mint-made 100-Pruta 
coins of 1954. Much to their surprise, they found several 
examples of 100 Pruta coins struck on heavier (7.5 grams 
vs. 7.3 grams), non-magnetic copper-nickel planchets 
instead of the official nickel-clad steel. Examples were 
found struck from both the Bern and Utrecht dies (as both 
were minted in Tel Aviv). Amit and Alex reported their 
findings to the Standard Catalog of World Coins and the 
discovery was accepted as new variants, KM18.1 and 
KM19.1 (for the Bern and Utrecht dies, respectively). It 
was later found that the “discovery coins” in copper-nickel 
match exactly the surviving examples of “Renewal of 
Israel’s Mint” 100-Pruta coins in the hands of private 
collectors, both in weight and metal composition. It is our 
belief that some of the surplus blanks intended for the 
cancelled series must have found their way, either by 
accident or deliberately, to the striking chambers of the 
regular business strike 100 Pruta circulation coins. 
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Excerpt from “The Standard Catalog of World Coins by Krause 
Publications 


Also of note was an auction in 2019, by Tel Aviv stamp 
dealer Yacov Tsachor. The auction house sold a large 
working file of the legendary graphic designer Otte Wallish. 
The late Otte Walish (1906-1977) was one of the pioneers 
of graphic designs in the early days of the State of Israel. 
Among his notable design works were Israel’s Declaration 
of Independence, Israel’s first stamp series (“Doar Ivrr’), 
coins, banknotes, medals and much more. In the large file 
of drafts, sketches and unfinished works auctioned off in 
2019, several hand-written drafts of the “Renewal of Israel’s 
Mint” series were found in various stages of production: 
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Tel Aviv Stamps / Yacov Tsachor 


In the present day, the surviving examples of the “Renewal 
of Israel’s Mint” patterns are sought after by collectors of 
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modern Israeli coinage. Some of the coins have been 
submitted for grading at the two major services, PCGS and 
NGC. The current combined population report is as follows: 


Type / Grade NGC NGC PCGS NGC PCGS NGC Total 
MS-64 


MS-65 MS-65 MS-66 MS-66 MS-67 


100 Pruta 
50 Pruta 


25 Pruta 


25 Pruta Mule 


"1954 ISRAEL 50P 
COPPER-NICKEL PATTERN 
was t 


pollen : 


A selection of graded “Renewal of Israel’s Mint” patterns 


The coins have also appeared in several public auctions over 
the decades. This is by no means a complete list, but only 
those sales that I have been able to find the catalogs for. 
This does not include any private sales between individuals. 
Note that some coins have appeared and re-appeared 
several times in different auctions over the years. mw 
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[Year [Auction = | [Coin [Price | 
House Type Realized($) 

1973 Better Auction Co 100 Pr Unknown 

1973 Better Auction Co 25 Mule Unknown CATALOG 
1979 NASCA Stanley Yulish 100 Pr Unknown 

1980 William M. Rosenblum 100 Pr 1800 Rares 
1980 William M. Rosenblum 25 Mule 1800 

1980 Preger-Oppenheim 25 Mule | 2100 

2004 Hertiage 25 Mule | 3852 

2004 William M. Rosenblum 25 Pr 4000 

2014 Kedem 100 Pr 1270 

2014 William M. Rosenblum 25 Pr 3000 

2014 William M. Rosenblum 50 Pr 3000 

2014 William M. Rosenblum 100 Pr 3000 

2020 Hertiage 100 Pr 1920 

2020 Heritage Europe 100 Pr 2130 

2021 Raphael Stamps 100 Pr 1600 

2022 Collectors’ Council 25 Pr 5330 


Some of the auction catalogs 
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DELIVERED BY PLANE 
By V.A. Bernshtam, V.P. and P.V. Florensky 


Collectors sometimes come across the most unexpected 
things. In the picture we see an old postal receipt with an 
image of an airplane and text in Yiddish. The inscriptions 
and the image of the aircraft are made in black print. The 
stamp of the Society of Aviation and Aeronautics of 
Ukraine and Crimea (SAAUK) is on the receipt. This receipt 
is a reminder of the first steps of airmail in the Ukraine. 


Image of receipt 


SAAUK was a voluntary, defense-patriotic orientated 
association of amateur pilots, which was founded in 
Kharkov and existed in the Ukraine between 1923-1925. 
The society led gliding clubs, organized lecturer training, 
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held lotteries in favor of aircraft and glider construction, 
and published the «BosaymiHprit dao (“Air Fleet’’) 
magazine. 


Among the members of the society were Sergei Korolev, a 
lead Soviet rocket engineer and spacecraft designer; Stepan 
Grizodubov, a Russian and Soviet pilot, aircraft designer, 
and one of the pioneers of Russian aviation; and Mikhail 
Gurevich, a Soviet aircraft designer who co-founded 

the Mikoyan-Gurevich military aviation bureau along 

with Artem Mikoyan (MiG). The Society contributed to the 
creation of the Central Aeroclub in Kharkov, the Kharkov 
Aviation School, the Kiev School of Glider Instructors, 72 
gliders and 97 aircraft modeling groups. 


Map of air routes 
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In 1923, the society became a co-founder of 
Ukrvozdukhput (Ukrainian Society of Airways), a company 
that was engaged in the transportation of passengers, mail 
and cargo. The figure above shows a map of air routes of 
the Ukrvozdukhput company. 


pe! 


1923 .&% 2 9304 50 


Receipt shown again for reference 


Consider now the Yiddish text on the receipt. At the top of 
the receipt is an inscription in Yiddish “Delivered by Air’. 
Under this inscription are the names of three newspapers 
published in the USSR in Yiddish. The first shown on the 
right is Der Emes (0¥nY WW7 (Pravda, Truth) - a Soviet Jewish 
newspaper in Yiddish, published from 1918 to 1939. The 
newspaper was the central organ of the Yevsektsiya until its 
liquidation in 1930. Yevsektsiya, an abbreviation for the 
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Jewish section, was the Jewish section of the Communist 
Party of the USSR. This section was created in the autumn of 
1918 to carry the communist ideology to the Jewish masses. 
The same sections were created under the communist patties 
of the Ukraine and Belarus. The newspaper later became, the 
organ of the Council of Nationalities of the Central 
Executive Committee of the USSR. 


The second mentioned newspaper is Vecker (W¥PyYN Alarm 
clock) a Minsk newspaper, which was first published as a 
newspaper of the Bund, and then of the Belarusian 
Yevsektsiya. The third mentioned newspaper is Komfon 
(PX MPouwYPX Communist Banner), published by the 
Yevsektsiya of the Ukraine. 


The last line of the receipt indicates the cost of delivery of 
the above-mentioned newspapers - 50 rubles. 


To summarize, the receipt described by us, tells us about the 
first steps of airmail in the Ukraine and about the work of 
the Yevsektsiya for the communist education of Jews in the 
USSR. 
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ADOLPHE CREMIEUX: 
1864 PARIS BAR MEMBER MEDAL 


By Ira Rezak 


Numismatic evidence of Adolph Cremieux’s career was 
reviewed in the previous issue of The Sheke/ (July-September 
2022). The medals depicted mostly were portraits, 
commemotratives, and souvenirs all of which referred to his 
political career and the governmental offices he held. 
Cremieux, however, was a lawyer by training and it was his 
skills as an advocate that underlay his successes in the fields 
of justice and military governance, and as a representative of 
Jewish interests. Thus, an additional medal specifically given 
to Cremieux personally in his capacity as a member of the 
Paris Bar in 1864 is of some interest. 
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Struck in silver and 41 mm in diameter, its dies were 
engraved by Joseph Arnout Pineret. However, unlike many 
presentation medals which are hand- or machine-engraved 
to indicate a recipient’s membership in an organization or to 
reward, scholastic, military or other forms of achievement, 
this medal was personalized to Cremieux by means of an 
oval insert die. Insert dies are small round, oval, or 
rectangular dies separately engraved with the name of an 
individual recipient and then fitted into the “donut hole” of 
a standard prepared main reverse die. Impressions from 
such an arrangement of reverse dies present a unified 
surface, yielding the appearance of a medal exclusively 
designed to honor only the particular individual whose 
name appears in raised rather than in secondarily incused 
letters. 


The use of insert dies was and remains an economical way 
to personalize a great many medals. This method is thus 
useful for the production of nearly identical exemplars for 
multiple recipients within a particular category of reward or 
membership. This technique was in use in France as early as 
1835; in the United States its earliest recorded use was in 
1863. Cremieux’s unique copy of the medal was issued upon 
his election to the Barreux de Paris, the Paris Bar, by the 
Conseil de l’Ordre, the governing body of that jurisdiction. m 
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NEW GOLD AND SILVER “BIBLICAL ART” SERIES 
RELEASED FEATURING MOSES AND THE ROCK 


By Michael Alexander 
Courtesy of Coin Update 


The Bank of Israel has released the latest set of gold and 
silver Proof collector coins which are part of the ongoing 
seties entitled “Biblical Art,’ which features some of the 
most popular stories from the holy book. The latest story, 
now the 26th year in the series, focuses on “Moses and the 
Rock,” one of the most famous and enigmatic biblical 
stories. 


The story begins on the eve of the Jews’ entry to the 
Promised Land. The Torah records that the Jews camped in 
Kadesh. The congregation had no water, so they assembled 
against Moses and Aaron. The people quarreled with Moses, 
and they said, “If only we had died with the death of our 
brothers before the Lord. Why have you brought the 
congregation of the Lord to this desert so that we and our 
livestock should die there? Why have you taken us out of 
Egypt to bring us to this evil place; it is not a place for 
seeds, or for fig trees, grapevines, or pomegranate trees, and 
there is no water to drink.” 


Moses and Aaron moved away from the assembly to the 
entrance of the Tent of Meeting, and they fell on their faces. 
[Then] the glory of the Lord appeared to them. The Lord 
spoke to Moses, saying: “Take the staff and assemble the 
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congregation, you and your brother Aaron, and speak to the 
rock in their presence so that it will give forth its water. You 
shall bring forth water for them from the rock and give the 
congregation and their livestock to drink.” 


Moses took the staff from before the Lord as He had 
commanded him. Moses and Aaron assembled the 
congregation in front of the rock, and he said to them, 
“Now listen, you rebels, can we draw water for you from 
this rock?” Moses raised his hand and struck the rock with 
his staff twice, when an abundance of water gushed forth, 
and the congregation and their livestock drank. 
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The gold and silver coins are designed by Zvika Roitman, 
whose design on the obverse side depicts Moses standing 
on the right, holding the staff with which he hit the very 
rock from which the water gushed out. To the left are three 
of the people; two of them hold water jugs, while one of the 
two fills his jug with water from the rock. 


The reverse side features the Israeli State Emblem at the top 
along the edge. The face value is shown numerically and 
off-centered with the denomination NEW SHEKELS 
shown in the text to the left of the number, along with the 
year of issue indicated in Western and Hebrew numerals, 
2022 and a”Bwn. Above the text showing the face value is a 
traditional water jug tipped with drops of water pouring out. 
The commemorative inscription MOSES AND THE 
ROCK (Numbers 20,11) is placed below the primary 
design along the lower edge with the same inscription 
placed above in Hebrew and Arabic. The mintmark %, 
placed below the denomination, indicates a Proof strike, 
while a Star of David indicates a Brilliant Uncirculated 
specimen. m 


Denom. Metal Weight 
1 shekel 925 Silver 14.4 om 
2 shekalim 999 Silver 28.8 gm 
1 shekel .999 Gold 1.24 gm 
10 shekalim 917 Gold 16.96 gm 
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